
   

 

   
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

April 19, 2023 

 

John Kuba 

ConnectGen, LLC 

1001 McKinney Street 

Suite 700 

Houston, TX 77002 

 

RE: Heritage Prairie Wind 

Consultation Program  

EcoCAT Review #2312269 [2300366] 

Livingston County  
 

Dear Mr. Kuba: 
 

The Department has received your submission for this project for the purposes of consultation 

pursuant to the Illinois Endangered Species Protection Act [520 ILCS 10/11], the Illinois Natural 

Areas Preservation Act [525 ILCS 30/17], and Title 17 Illinois Administrative Code Part 1075. 

 

The proposed action consists of updating the previous review issued on March 29th, 2021, for the 

Heritage Prairie Wind project in eastern Livingston County.  

 

The Illinois Natural Heritage Database shows the following protected resources may be in the 

vicinity of the project location: 

 

State Listed 

Eryngium Stem Borer (Papaipema eryngii) 

 

Pattern Energy and ConnectGen initiated correspondence with the Department on January 30th, 

2023. Correspondence indicated that the following recommendations had been considered and 

resulted in the following:  

 

• No critical habitat for Eryngium Stem Borer (Papaipema eryngii) was identified within the 

project area.  

• Presence/absence surveys were conducted in the area for the state and federally listed 

Northern Long-eared Bat. No individuals of the species were observed at that time.  

• Habitat mapping for the Ornate Box Turtle (Terrapene ornate) was conducted and yielded 

negative results for suitable habitat within the project footprint.  
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• All turbines will abide by the previously recommended setbacks: 

o Minimum of 300-foot setback from perennial streams with a non-forested zone.  

o Minimum of 1,000-foot setback from any forested area five acres or larger or 

forested riparian zones.  

o All turbines sited a minimum of 0.25 miles from the Goodrich Prairie Illinois 

Natural Areas Inventory Site. 

 

During discussion and reviews of similar projects in the surrounding area, the following alterations 

to the Departments recommended curtailment were proposed:  

o Turbine operations below wind speeds of 5.0 meters/second, 1 hour after sunset to 

sunrise, between July 15th and October 15th.  

 

Given the evidence provided, the Department concurs with the alterations to the recommended 

curtailment. However, the Department maintains that cut-in speeds of 6.9 meters/second is the best 

recommendations for total avoidance of Take.  

 

The Department recommends the following be considered:  

 

• Post construction monitoring reports be forwarded to the Department annually.  

• If Take of a state or federally listed species occurs, the Applicant apply for Incidental Take 

Authorization.   

• Please note that due to the federal status of the Northern-long Eared Bat, and its potential 

occurrence in the project area, coordination with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service may 

be necessary and is separate from this consultation and Illinois State regulations. 

 

 In accordance with 17 Ill. Adm. Code 1075.40(h), please notify the Department of your decision 

regarding these recommendations. 

 

Consultation on the part of the Department is closed, unless the applicant desires additional 

information or advice related to this proposal.  Consultation for Part 1075 is valid for two years 

unless new information becomes available which was not previously considered; the proposed 

action is modified; or additional species, essential habitat, or Natural Areas are identified in the 

vicinity.  If the action has not been implemented within two years of the date of this letter, or any 

of the above listed conditions develop, a new consultation is necessary. 

 

The natural resource review reflects the information existing in the Illinois Natural Heritage 

Database at the time of the project submittal and should not be regarded as a final statement on the 

project being considered, nor should it be a substitute for detailed site surveys or field surveys 

required for environmental assessments. If additional protected resources are unexpectedly 

encountered during the project’s implementation, the applicant must comply with the applicable 

statutes and regulations. 

 

This letter does not serve as permission to take any listed or endangered species. As a reminder, 

no take of an endangered species is permitted without an Incidental Take Authorization or the 

required permits. Anyone who takes a listed or endangered species without an Incidental Take 
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Authorization or required permit may be subject to criminal and/or civil penalties pursuant to the 

Illinois Endangered Species Act, the Fish and Aquatic Life Act, the Wildlife Code and other 

applicable authority. 

 

The Department also offers the following conservation measures be considered to help protect 

native wildlife and enhance natural areas in the project area: 

 

If temporary or permanent lighting is required, the Department recommends the following lighting 

recommendation to minimize adverse effects to wildlife: 

• All lighting should be fully shielded fixtures that emit no light upward. 

• Only “warm-white” or filtered LEDs (CCT < 3,000 K; S/P ratio < 1.2) should be used to 

minimize blue emission. 

• Only light the exact space with the amount (lumens) needed to meet facility safety 

requirement. 

• If LEDs are to be used, avoid the temptation to over-light based on the higher luminous 

efficiency of LEDs. 

 

If erosion control blanket is to be used, the Department also recommends that wildlife-friendly 

plastic-free blanket be used around wetlands and adjacent to natural areas, if not feasible to 

implement project wide, to prevent the entanglement of native wildlife. 

 

Please contact me with any questions about this review. 

Sincerely,  

 
 

 

Kyle Burkwald 

Impact Assessment Section 

Division of Real Estate Services and Consultation 

Office of Realty & Capital Planning 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

One Natural Resources Way 

Springfield, IL 62702 

Kyle.Burkwald@Illinois.gov 

Phone: (217) 785-4984 

 

CC Bradley Hayes – IDNR 

 Heather Osborn – IDNR  

 Amber Schorge – USFWS 

 Chuck Schoop – Livingston County Zoning Commission  



   
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 24, 2023 
 
Aaron McAlexander  
ConnectGen 
1001 McKinney Street  
Houston, TX  77002 
 
RE: Heritage Prairie Cut-in Concurrence – Livingston County Contingent 

Consultation Program  
EcoCAT Review #2300366  
Livingston County  

 
Dear Mr. Alexander: 
 
The Department has reviewed your recent request for concurrence on the issue of reducing the 
recommended operational cut-in speed for the wind energy turbines operating in the Livingston 
County portion of the Heritage Prairie Wind Farm.  
 
Previously, the Department recommended that an operational cut-in speed of 6.9 m/s be 
implemented to maintain a stance of complete avoidance of take, per operational statutes 
interpreted under the Illinois Endangered Species Act Part 1075. Complete avoidance of Take of 
state and federally listed species is the goal of consultation under Part 1075.  
 
Given the evidence provided, however, the Department has decided to concur with the proposed 
alterations outlined in the letter dated January 30th, 2023. This proposal being a reduction of 
curtailment cut-in speeds to 5.0 m/s during the fall migratory curtailment season.  
 
However, the Department requests that 5 years of post-construction mortality monitoring and 
documentation be conducted in addition to what was originally recommended in the initial 
EcoCAT consultation letter [EcoCAT #2300366]. Yearly monitoring reports should be forwarded 
to the Department for review.   
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Please contact me with any questions you have. 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Kyle Burkwald 
Impact Assessment Section 
Division of Real Estate Services and Consultation 
Office of Realty & Capital Planning 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
One Natural Resources Way 
Springfield, IL 62702 
Kyle.Burkwald@Illinois.gov 
Phone: (217) 785-4984 
 
CC Bradley Hayes – IDNR 
 Heather Osborn – IDNR 
 Jesse King – Livingston County 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


